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Alabama NRCS Announces $100,000 Pilot Project to Address Feral Swine
Management

Auburn, Ala., February 3, 2015 — USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service
State Conservationist Dr. William E. Puckett announced that producers interested in
Alabama’s Wild Pig Damage Management Program should apply by February 20, 2015.
NRCS Alabama will be offering financial assistance to eligible landowners through
2015’s funding under the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP).

Feral swine have been sighted in most of the 67 counties in Alabama and can reproduce
at an alarming rate. Sows can begin breeding at six months of age and produce up to four
litters per year with each litter consisting of four to 12 piglets. Wild pig rooting can
damage native plant communities that provide habitat and food sources for native wildlife
species. In addition, they degrade water quality and pose a serious disease threat to
livestock and humans.

Alabama NRCS Feral Swine Management Program
“Although we have a somewhat fair guess of the
damage that wild pigs cause to agriculture, about
$1.5 billion per year, | suspect their impact to
natural ecosystems and the environment likely
double or triple that figure,” said Dr. Mark Smith,
Extension Specialist and Associate Professor at
Auburn University.

Alabama landowners in 16 counties will have an
opportunity to apply for financial assistance
through the Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP) to monitor and manage feral
swine on their property.

Applications will be accepted through February Legend

20, 2015 in the following counties: Autauga, ==
Baldwin, Coffee, Colbert, Dale, Dallas, EImore,
Fayette, Geneva, Henry, Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone, Macon, Mobile and

Pickens Counties.

-More-



Interested producers should visit their nearest USDA Service Center to determine
eligibility. Contact your local NRCS or Farm Service Agency office to begin this process.
As with all NRCS programs, applications are accepted on a continuous basis; however,
selection for funding is completed through our current batching period closing February
20, 2015.
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