Air Quality Initiative

2013 Year-End Review

2013 National Air
Quality Initiative
States were:

Arizona
California
Colorado
Illinois
Indiana
Michigan
Ohio
Pennsylvania
Texas

The 2008 Farm Bill includes provisions for the use of EQIP to assist producers
with air quality resource concerns and to meet federal, state, and local regulatory
requirements. The Air Quality Initiative (AQI) offers financial assistance to AQI has

address air quality concerns in designated high priority geographic locations Contracted Over

throughout the nation. $142 Million of
In 2013, the program was designed to help producers meet air quality compliance Air Quality
requirements, and peovide opportunities to install conservation practices, such as Improvements
combustion system improvements, dust control measures, and others. 2013 oo fes oo
National Air Quality target locations were determined based on county EPA

designation for Particulate Matter 2.5 (PM2.5), PM10, and Ozone non-attainment 2009

and the number and acres of agricultural production in the designated counties

and States.
2013 AQI Sign-up National AQI Allocation

$45,000,000 Utah
The 2013 AQI sign-up had more than $40,000,000 Texas
a 60% increase in the number of air $35,000,000 [ | — Peensylvania
quality contracts and totaled almost $30,000,000 * Ohio
$33.5 million. The number of $25,000,000 W New York
contract participants increased from o ™ New Jersey
700 in 2012 to over 1100 in 2013, 320,000,000 ® Montana
with approximately 46 percent of $15,000,000 : m'ch'gah”
eligible applications receiving $10,000,000 . Massfc :Setts
funding. 2013 saw the addition of $5,000,000 anan

.. . . /00U, M |Indiana
Michigan and Indiana to the list of <0 = lllinois
States and the removal of Montana o - ~ " ¥ Colorado
and New York from the 2013 list. S o S S B Califarm
~ ~ ~ ~ California
® Arizona
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Top Ten FY 2013 What Does the Air Quality Initiative Do?

Conservation Practices | The 2013 Air Quality Initiative provided financial assistance to implement a
(by occurrence) broad set of conservation practices to primarily address air quality resource
concerns associated with particulate matter and ozone nonattainment.

10. Agrichemical Handling Additional resource concerns included in 2013 were those associated with

Facility greenhouse gases and inefficient energy use. In 2013, a total of 34 conservation
9. Forest Stand practices were contracted nationwide for a total of $33.4 million. The majority
Improvement of the funding (54%) was related to the Combustion System Improvement

practice standard. This practice supports the installation, replacement, or

8. Waste Facility Cover : : . . . .
Y retrofitting of agricultural combustion systems or devices for air quality and

Pest Management energy efficiency improvement.

6. Pasture & Hayland ) ) ) S )
Planting Since 2009, the Air Quality Initiative has reduced over 2500 tons of oxides of

nitrogen (NOX) per year in California alone, including over 424 tons of NOx

5. Heavy Use Area per year for FY 2013. These reductions are in addition to reductions in other
Protection pollutants, such as particulate matter and volatile organic compounds, and have

4. Residue Management, | resulted in significant progress toward air quality improvement in California’s
No-Till San Joaquin Valley. In 2013, the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control

District and the California Air Resources Board recognized the contribution of
voluntary conservation efforts, such as the Air Quality Initiative, to reducing
emissions of NOx in the San Joaquin Valley by formally crediting these

2. Nutrient Management emissions reductions toward the California State Implementation Plan (SIP).
The SIP is the document that outlines how California and its respective air
regulatory agencies are going to attain and maintain air quality standards.
Obtaining SIP creditability for emissions reductions from the Air Quality
Initiative is notable, as it is the first time that reductions from a voluntary
program have received this credit under the Clean Air Act.

3. Combustion System
Improvement

1. Cover Crops

FY2013 Air Quality Initiative
Conservation Practice Obligation

$372,768

5402’417\ $1,108,863
B Combustion System Improvement (54 %)

$1,093,878 W Cover Crop (19%)
$1,574,939 B Waste Facility Cover (5%)
B Agrichemical Handling Facility(5%)
M Nutrient Management (5%)
W Heavy Use Area Protection (3%)
M Residue Management (3%)
= Conservation Crop Rotation (1%)

Pasture & Hayland Planting (1%)
= |rrigation System, Sprinkler(1%)

Other (3%)
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