General Guidelines for Retaining Forest Structures

STRUCTURE MINIMUM TARGET
(per acre)

Number | Basal area
(ft?)
Live decaying trees 3-7
>12 - 18 inches DBH
2

Live decaying trees
>18 inches DBH

Snags 5 3
>10 inches DBH

CONSIDERATIONS

Where suitable trees for retention in these size
classes are not present or may not reach these
targets due to species or site conditions, leave
the largest trees possible that will contribute
toward these targets.

Worker safety is top priority. Retain as many
standing snags as possible, but if individual
snags must be felled for safety reasons, leave
them on the forest floor.




Guidelines for DWM Retention

In general, when 1/3 of the basal area is being
removed on a 15 to 20 year cycle, retain 1/4 to
1/3 of the slash, tops, and limbs from harvest
(i.e, DWM).

If harvests leave more trees on site, are less
frequent, or the harvest is on a nutrient-rich
site less slash, tops, and limbs from harvests
are required to protect site productivity.

If harvests leave fewer trees on site, are more
frequent, or the harvest is on a nutrient-poor
site MORE slash, tops, and limbs from harvests
should be left on-site.

In general, leave DWM distributed across the
harvest site. However, there may be cases where
piles of DWM provide habitat, or redistribution
of DWM collected at the landing would cause
excessive damage to soil or regeneration.

Minimize the removal of needles and/or leaves
by harvesting in winter, retaining FWM on-site,
or leaving felled trees on-site to allow for
needle drop.
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