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Application Name:
Maximum 

Points Points

See Page 4
Application Number:

Total Ranking Score 400

Property is within the identified “Babocomori Watershed”, the focus area of RCPP 
grant program (qualifying criteria)

Property is a working farm/ranch, or ACEP qualifying property (promotes Trust’s 
mission and grant goal throughout) (qualifying criteria)

Yes or No
Did this application MEET the Minimum requirements on the checklist in order to 
be ranked for ACEP-ALE Program?

Programmatic/landscape/Conservation Ranking factors (to be done in 
cooperation with ALTW's land Protection Committee, NRCS (Assistant State 
Conservationist), and Fort Huachuca/REPI representative (200 points 
available)

National Ranking Factors (Maximum of 200 points) 

Percent of prime, unique, and important farmland in the parcel to be protected 

(0 points for 50 percent or less, 4 points for greater than 50 percent and less than or 
equal to 60 percent, 8 points for greater than 60 percent and less than or equal to 70 
percent, 12 points for greater than 70 percent and less than or equal to 80 percent, 
16 points for greater than 80 percent)

Are landowners a historically underserved group, small scale farmer, limited 
resource landowner, new or beginning farmer or rancher or veteran landowner?

(3 points for Yes, 0 points for No)

Percent of cropland, pastureland, grassland, and rangeland in the parcel to be 
protected

(0 points for 33 percent or less, 4 points for greater than 33 percent and less than or 
equal to 40 percent, 8 points for greater than 40 percent and less than or equal to 50 
percent, 16 points for greater than 50 percent) 
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Regional Conservation Protection Program (RCPP) -  Agricultural Conservation 
Easement Program -   Agricultural Land Easement (ACEP-ALE)
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Points Points
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Ratio of the total acres of land in the parcel to be protected to average farm size in 
the county according to the most recent USDA Census of Agriculture
(USDA - NASS - Census of Agriculture) 

(0 points for a ratio of 1.0 or less, 7 points for ratios of greater than 1.0 and less than 
or equal to 2.0, 15 points for ratios of greater than 2.0)

Decrease in the percentage of acreage of farm and ranch land in the county in 
which the parcel is located between the last two USDA Censuses of Agriculture 
(USDA - NASS - Census of Agriculture)

(0 points for decrease of 0 percent or less, 1 points for decreases of greater than 0 and less 
than or equal to 5 percent, 5 points for decrease of greater than 5 and less than or equal to 10 
percent, 9 points for decreases of greater than 10 and less than or equal to 15 percent, 15 
points for decreases of more than 15 percent) 

Percent population growth in the county as documented by the United most recent 
United States Census (Census Bureau Home Page)

(0 points for growth rate of less than 1 times the State growth rate, 4 points for  
growth rate of greater than 1 and less than or equal to 2 times the State growth rate, 
7 points for growth rate of 2 and less than or equal to 3 times the State growth rate, 
15 points for growth rate of more than 3 times the State growth rate) 
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National Ranking Factors (Maximum of 200 points) Continues:
Population density (population per square mile) as documented by the most recent 
United States Census (Census Bureau Home Page) 

(0 points for population density less than 1 times the State population density, 4 
points for population density of greater than 1 and less than or equal to 2 times the 
State population density, 7 points for population density of greater than 2 and less 
than or equal to 3 times the State population density, 15 points for population 
density of greater than 3 times the State population density)

Existence of a farm or ranch succession plan or similar plan established to address 
farm viability for future generations

(0 points for no plan, 7 points for a plan, 15 points for plan documented and 
performed by industry professional)

Proximity of the parcel to other protected land, including military installations

(0 points easement offer area (EOA) boundary greater than 3 miles from the 
protected land boundary, 4 points EOA is greater than 1 miles but less than 3 miles 
from protected land, 7 points EOA is within 1 mile of protected land boundary, 15 
points EOA boundary adjoins protected land boundary)
Proximity of the parcel to other agricultural operations and agricultural 
infrastructure 

(0 points if EOA boundary greater than 3 miles in proximity, 4 points if EOA is 
greater than or equal to 1 miles but less than 3 miles in proximity, 7 points EOA is 
within 1 mile in proximity, 15 points EOA boundary adjoins)

Parcel ability to maximize the protection of contiguous acres devoted to agricultural 
use

(15 points if the parcel links two noncontinuous corridors of protected agricultural 
use, 6 points if parcel expands agricultural use protected area, 0 points parcel does 
not increase a protected agricultural use area)

Parcel contains historical or archaeological resources that will be protected by 
easement area 

(15 points if Yes, 0 points if No)
The grassland in the parcel will benefit from the protection under the long-term 
easement

(15 points if Yes, 0 points if No)

Currently enrolled in CRP in a contract that is set to expire within a year and is 
grassland that would benefit from protection 

(15 points for Yes, 0 points for No)

Total Points for National Ranking Factors 200

15

15

15

15

15

15

15

15

http://www.census.gov/
http://www.census.gov/


4

Fort Huachuca Sentinel Landscape RCPP, ACEP Program Maximum 
Points Points

Property would benefit the Fort Huachuca Sentinel Landscape (SL), buffering from 
development threats and limiting further water development in the Bababcomari 
watershed.  These factors determined by a GIS assessment by the Arizona Land and 
Water (or its contractors) and a letter of support from the Arizona Land and Water 
Trust (50 points).
 (Promotes goals of the SL and promotes goal of improving surface and 
groundwater quantities in San Pedro watershed)

Property is a Grassland of Special Significance (qualifies the project for special 
financial incentives to the partners involved, secures Fort’s missions, promotes 
conservation of undeveloped areas within project area) (50 points)

50

Perennial water present or shallow groundwater supporting (mesic) riparian 
vegetation/habitat (promotes grant goal of conserving surface and groundwater 
resources in San Pedro or Cienega Creek watersheds) (30 points)

30

Property has U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Critical Habitat for T & E 
species (more than 1 layer of USFWS Critical Habitat would rank even higher) 
(promotes T & E credit to the Fort, and promotes grant goal to protect wildlife 
habitat) (25 points)

25

Property connects to (or is adjacent to) federal or state land, or existing 
conservation easements (promotes Fort buffer and large landscape management 
and ecological function) (20 points)

20

Property contributes to wildlife landscape linkages/corridors.  1)  contributes to 
connecting the Huachuca and Whetstones, thus promotes North-South 
connectivity,  2)  contributes to connecting the Whetstones to the Santa Rita 
Mountains/Sonoita Creek watershed, thus promotes East-West connectivity (e.g., 
via connections to Las Cienegas NCA, Babacomari Ranch, or State Lands).  
(promotes grant goal of promoting wildlife movement corridors) (15 points)

15

Contain habitat ranges of wildlife promoted to conserve in RCPP grant proposal 
(e.g. American Pronghorn, Grassland Birds, Chiricahua Leopard Frog, and Northern 
Mexican Gartersnake), thus promotes grant goal of protecting and improving 
wildlife habitat (10 points)

10

Total Points for State Ranking Factors 200

State Ranking Factors (Maximum of 200 Points)

50
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